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EDUCATION  

Ph. D. in Political Science, University of California at Los Angeles, 1980 

M. A. in Political Science, University of California at Los Angeles, 1973  

B. A. in International Relations, University of California at Los Angeles, Magna Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa, 1970  

 

 

PUBLICATIONS  

 

Books 

 

The Taste for Civilization: Food, Politics and Civil Society, Champaign, IL: University of Illinois Press, 2009. 

 

Women's Political Voice: How Women Are Transforming the Practice and Study of Politics, Philadelphia, PA: Temple 

University Press, 1997.  

 

American Politics in a Changing World, co-authored with Dennis R. Gordon, Timothy J. Lukes and Kenneth R. 

Smorsten, Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole, 1990.  

 

Political Women: Current Roles in State and Local Government (editor), Beverly Hills, CA: Sage Publications, 1984. 

 

Articles  

 

“Democracy: Direct, Representative and Deliberative,” Santa Clara Law Review 41:4 (2001): 1085-1091.  

 

"The Implementation of Comparable Worth in San Jose," in Rita Mae Kelly and Jane Bayes (eds.), Comparable Worth, 

Pay Equity and Public Policy, Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1988: 159-190.  

 

"Women Made a Difference: Comparable Worth in San Jose," in Mary Fainsod Katzenstein and Carol McClurg Mueller 

(eds.), The Women's Movements of the United States and Western Europe: Consciousness, Political Opportunity, and 

Public Policy, Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1987: 290-309.  

 

"Effective Implementation: The Case of Comparable Worth in San Jose," Policy Studies Review, Vol. 5, No. 4 (May 

1986): 815-837.  

 

"A Non-Traditional Approach to Teaching a Course on Women and Power," Proceedings of the International Conference 

on Research and Teaching Related to Women, Montreal, Canada, July 26-August 4, 1982 (published June 1985): 122-

123.  

 

“Female Officials in the Feminist Capital: The Case of Santa Clara County," Western Political Quarterly, Vol. 38, No. 1 

(March 1985): 94-118.  

 

"Filling the Party Vacuum: Women at the Grassroots Level in Local Politics," in Janet A. Flammang (ed.), Political 

Women: Current Roles in State and Local Government, Beverly Hills, CA: Sage Publications, 1984: 87-113.  

 

“Introduction: A Reflection on Themes of a ‘Women’s Politics’,” in Janet A. Flammang (ed.), Political Women: Current 

Roles in State and Local Government, Beverly Hills, CA: Sage Publications, 1984: 9-19. 
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“Feminist Theory: The Question of Power," Current Perspectives in Social Theory, Vol. 4, Greenwich, CT: JAI Press, 

1983: 37-83. 

 

Book Reviews  

 

Gendering the City: Women, Boundaries, and Visions of Urban Life, edited by Kristine B. Miranne and Alma H. Young, 

in Urban Affairs Review 36:4 (March 2001): 579-581.  

 

Sex as a Political Variable: Women as Candidates & Voters in U.S. Elections, The Other Elites: Women, Politics, and 

Power in the Executive Branch, and Gender Dynamics in Congressional Elections, in Signs 25:3 (Spring 2000): 926- 

931. 

 

Sex and Pay in the Federal Government: Using Job Evaluation Systems to Implement Comparable Worth by Doris M. 

Werwie, in Women and Politics 9:4 (1989): 71-73.  

 

The Radical Future of Liberal Feminism by Zillah Eisenstein, in The American Political Science Review 75: 4 

(December 1981): 1018-1020.  

 

Ideology and Politics by Martin Seliger, in Western Political Quarterly 31:1 (March 1978): 131-132.  

 

 

GRANT FUNDED RESEARCH  

 

Urban Social and Political Choice Situations, funded by National Science Foundation Grant #SES-9904482, 1999-2000. 

The principal investigator was Professor Elaine B. Sharp, Department of Political Science, University of Kansas. I was 

one of the six faculty associates in this project, which focused on how ten city governments handled issues that 

sometimes invoked community controversies on morality grounds. My research focused one city’s responses to the issues 

of abortion, adult entertainment, gambling, gay rights, hate crimes, medical marijuana, needle exchange, pornography, 

prostitution, and public art. I wrote historical narratives for each topic; conducted interviews with public officials (mayor, 

city councilmember, city attorney, police chief, district attorney and human relations director), activists, and political 

observers (professors and journalists); and constructed a coded list of incidents of governmental responses. Results were 

published in Elaine B. Sharp, Morality Politics in American Cities, Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2005.  

 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS AT SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY  

 

University Endowed Chair 

Lee and Seymour Graff Professor, 2010-2014 

 

College of Arts and Sciences  

Acting Dean, July-December, 2001 and 2004-2005  

Associate Dean, 1994-2003  

 

Department of Political Science  

Chair, 1986-1992, and 2006-2012  

Professor, 1998-present; Associate Professor, 1985-1998; Assistant Professor, 1978-1985 

 

Courses Taught: Introduction to U.S. Politics, Presidency, Congress, Public Administration, Political Participation, State 

and Local Politics, California Politics, Women and Politics, Making of Public Policy, Seminars (Feminist Theory, 

Women and Public Policy, and Women and the Politics of Food), Film Course: Issues in Social Justice, and Independent 

Studies.  

 

Summer Workshops Attended: NEH Seminar in Writing Across the Curriculum, June 1987; NEH Seminar in The 

Teaching of Ethics in the Core Curriculum, June 1985  
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ACADEMIC HONORS 

 

Cedric Bussette Award, given annually to a faculty member who has made a significant contribution to the Ethnic Studies 

Program at Santa Clara University, 2011 

 

President's Special Recognition Award for Outstanding Teaching, Research, and Service, given by the President of Clara 

University to three faculty members, 2003  

 

Award for Outstanding Achievement in Teaching, Scholarship, and Service, given by the President of Santa Clara 

University to ten faculty members, 1992  

 

Award for Outstanding Contribution to Santa Clara University Women, given by female students at their annual  

Challenges Conference, 1992  

 

American Government Textbook Award presented by the Women's Caucus for Political Science of the American 

Political Science Association to the American government textbook published between 1988 and 1990 that had the best 

treatment of women. Awarded to the co-authors of American Politics in a Changing World, 1991. 

 

President's Special Recognition Award for Outstanding Teaching, Research, and Service, given by the President of Santa 

Clara University to three faculty members, 1991  

 

Grant from the Irvine Foundation to supervise a student research project on Latino elected officials in the bay area, 1991  

 

Award for Excellence in Teaching, Phi Beta Kappa Northern California Association, 1987  

 

Presidential Research Grants from Santa Clara University for research on the book Women's Political Voice, 1983-85 and 

1990 

 

Grant from the Sourriseau Academy of San Jose State University for research on the 1981 comparable worth strike in  

San Jose, 1984  

 

Lena Lake Forrest Fellowship of the Business and Professional Women's Foundation for doctoral dissertation research, 

1975-76  

 

Phi Beta Kappa, 1970 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL PANELS  

 

Keynote Address, “Civic and Democratic Health: Insights from Food Studies,” Food Studies: An Interdisciplinary 

Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, December 2011  

 

Participant in a roundtable discussion, “Discussion of The Taste for Civilization: Food, Politics and Civil Society,” 

Association for the Study of Food and Society, Indiana University, June 2010 

 

Presented a paper, “Women and the Politics of Food,” International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities, 

Prato, Italy, July 2004  

 

Participant in a roundtable discussion, “The U.S. Women’s Movement: The Second Wave and Beyond,” Midwest 

Political Science Association, Chicago, April 2004  

 

Moderated a panel, “Forum on Women and Politics,” Santa Clara University, November 2002  

 

Moderated a panel, “Prospects for Reform,” Santa Clara University Law Review Symposium: The California Initiative: 

Fourth Branch of Government, Santa Clara University, March 2001 

 

Presented a paper, “Morality Politics in Two Cities: A Comparative Analysis,” American Political Science Association, 

Washington, DC, September 2000  
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Chaired a panel, “Women and Congress,” and discussant on a panel, “Interdisciplinary Methods in Political Science: 

Which Other Disciplines?” Western Political Science Association, San Jose, March 2000  

 

Participant in roundtable discussion, “Gender Research and Post-Positivist Methodologies: Issues of Disciplinary 

Resistance,” Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, April 1999  

 

Presented a paper, “Feminist Scholarship About U.S. Women’s Politics: A Report from Political Science,” American 

Sociological Association, San Francisco, August 1998 

 

Conference participant, “Research on Women and American Politics: Agenda-Setting for the 21st Century,” sponsored by 

the Ford Foundation and held at the Center for the America Woman and Politics, Rutgers University, April 1997. The 

Center convened a group of 79 scholars and activists and reported conference proceedings in Debra J. Liebowitz and 

Susan J. Carroll, Women and American Politics: A Research Agenda for the 21st Century, Center for the American 

Woman and Politics, Rutgers University, 1996. 

 

Chair and participant in roundtable discussion, "Women in State and Local Politics;" discussant on panel, "Gender and 

Elections;" and participant in roundtable discussion, "Policy in the Political Science Curriculum: A Roundtable on 

Experiential and Internship Opportunities," Western Political Science Association, Pasadena, March 1993  

 

Chaired a panel, "California Politics After the 1992 Elections: Are We Governable?," California Studies Conference, 

Sacramento, February 1993  

 

Chaired a panel, "What Does Feminist Theory Have to Say to Political Science?," Northern California Political Science 

Association, Oakland, May 1992  

 

Discussant on panel, "Women and Bureaucracy," American Political Science Association, Atlanta, September 1989  

 

Presented a paper, "The Politics of Pay Equity in California: Acceptance of Innovation," Western Political Science 

Association, Salt Lake City, March 1989  

 

Presented a paper, "Defining Hispanic Feminism: The Case of the National Hispanic Feminist Conference," Western 

Political Science Association, San Francisco, March 1988  

 

Discussant on panel, "Women and Public Policy," Western Political Science Association, Anaheim, March 1987 

 

Presented a paper, "Coalition-Building and the National Hispanic Feminist Conference," American Political Science 

Association, Washington, DC, August 1986  

 

Participant in roundtable discussion, "Comparable Worth," American Political Science Association, Washington, DC, 

August 1986  

 

Moderated a panel, "Action at the Local Level--What Happens in a Negotiated Settlement?," Conference on Comparable 

Worth in California, Graduate School of Public Policy, University of California at Berkeley, May 1986  

 

Discussant on panel, “Women in Politics in the Sacramento SMSA: Current History in Perspective,” Western Association 

of Women Historians, Mills College, May 1985 

 

Chaired a panel, “Meet the Authors,” Western Political Science Association, Las Vegas, March 1985 

 

Presented a paper, "Effective Implementation: The Case of Comparable Worth in San Jose," Association for Public 

Policy Analysis and Management, New Orleans, October 1984  

 

Presented a paper, "Grassroots Politics in the Feminist Capital of the Nation," Western Political Science Association, 

Sacramento, April 1984  

 

Discussant on panel, "Black/Feminist Theory," American Political Science Association, Chicago, September 1983 
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Chaired a panel, "State of the Art of Feminist Theory," and presented a paper "Feminist Theory: The Question of 

Power," American Political Science Association, Denver, September 1982  

 

Presented a paper, "A Nontraditional Approach to Teaching a Course on Women and Power," International Conference 

on Research and Teaching Related to Women, Simone de Beauvoir Institute, Concordia University, Montreal, Canada, 

July-August 1982 

 

Chaired a panel, “Feminist Theory,” Northern California Political Science Association, Menlo College, Atherton, CA, 

May 1982 

 

Discussant on panel, "Affirmative Action," Tenth Annual Conference of the National Association for Interdisciplinary 

Ethnic Studies, Santa Clara University, April 1982 

 

Presented a paper, "Affirmative Action and White Male Privilege," American Political Science Association, New York, 

September 1982  

 

Participant on panel, "Education for the New Political Consciousness," Annual Convention of the National Federation of 

Business and Professional Women's Clubs, Louisville, KY, July 1977  

 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  

 

Membership and Activity in Professional Associations  

 

American Political Science Association, 1972-present 

Member, Committee on the Status of Women in the Profession, January 1998-December 2000.  

Member, APSA Organized Section on Women and Politics Research, Committees to Select the Best Paper on 

Women and Politics Presented at the 1991 and 1997 APSA conventions.  

Member, Advisory Board, APSA Organized Section on Women and Politics Research, 1991-93.  

Member, Victoria Schuck Award Committee for the best book on women and politics, 1988-89.  

 

Women's Caucus for Political Science, American Political Science Association, 1972-present  

Chair, Committee on Assessing the Progress of Women in the Discipline, 1989-94. My proposal to chart the 

progress of women in the discipline every two years was approved by the WCPS in 1992. I attended a 

meeting of the APSA’s Committee on the Status of Women in Washington DC in December 1992 to 

obtain advice about a national survey on the status of women at Ph.D.-granting institutions. I produced 

a report on the survey results from questionnaires returned by 20 universities to determine award 

winners in five categories and presented the awards at the 1994 APSA meeting in New York.  

Member, APSA Council and Committee Appointments Committee, 1988-89.  

 

Western Political Science Association, 1982-present  

Member, Executive Council, 1992-93  

President, Women's Caucus and Committee on the Status of Women, 1986-87  

Section Coordinator, Panels on Women and Minorities, for the 1987 Meeting, 1986-87  

 

Northern California Political Science Association, 1982-1990  

Councilor, 1989-1991  

 

Bay Area Women in Political Science, 1980-1996  

 

Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, 1984-1990 

 

California Elected Women's Association for Education and Research, 1989-2000  

Member, Advisory Board to the Executive Director, 1991-93 

 

Professional Consulting  

 

Consultant to Develop a Course on Women and Politics, San Francisco State University, April 1998  
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External Reviewer, Department of Political Science, California State University, Hayward, February 1998 

 

Editorial Boards  

 

Women and Politics, 1987-1990  

Western Political Quarterly, 1987-1990 

 

Doctoral Dissertation Committee 

 

Member, doctoral dissertation committee, Beth Reingold, Department of Political Science, University of California at 

Berkeley, 1990-92  

 

 

SERVICE AT SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY  

 

University Service 

 

Provost Search Committee, 2010-11 

University Rank and Tenure Committee, 2007-08 through 2009-10 (Chair, 2008-09 and 2009-10) 

Faculty Senate Ad Hoc Committee on Lecturers (chair), 2006-07  

Peer Educator Pilot Project, Futures Project, Irvine Foundation, 1996-2000  

Task Force on Resources for Excellence in the University’s Strategic Plan, 1997-2000  

Task Force on Use and Scheduling of Campus Meeting Facilities, 1997-98  

Student Employment Task Force, 1997-98  

President’s Task Force on Rank and Tenure Reform, 1995-96  

Planning Action Team (advisory group to President Paul Locatelli), 1993-95  

President's Advisory Committee on Diversity, 1992-93  

Women's Studies Advisory Board, 1990-92 and 1994-95  

Campus Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa (President 1986-88; Vice-President, 1984-86)  

University Communications Board, 1983-84  

University Academic Affairs Committee, 1982  

Co-Supervisor of Practicum in Journalism with campus newspaper staff, 1981  

Advisory Board, Campus Women's Center, 1981  

University Academic Integrity Committee, 1980-81  

University Committee on Values in Higher Education (Co-chair 1980-81) 

 

College Service  

 

Acting Dean, July-December, 2001 and 2004-2005; Associate Dean, 1994-2003  

College Committee on Rank and Tenure, Sciences  

Member, 1986-88, 1990-92, 1993-94, and 2006-07; Chair, 1990-91 and 1993-94  

Co-Chair, Task Force on Staff Merit Raises, 2010-11 

Chair, Fine Arts Requirement Task Force, 1994-95  

Chair, Task Force on Standards for Rank and Tenure, 1991-92  

Chair, Task Force on Teaching Loads, 1990  

College of Sciences Representative, Faculty Senate Council, 1982-84  

 

Department Service  

 

Department Chair, 1986-92, 2006-2012  

Director, Department of Political Science Honors Program, 1993-94  

Campus Director, Washington Semester Program, 1993-94  

Coordinator of three Annual Political Science Undergraduate Research Conferences, 1980-82  

 

Selected Talks and Panels on Campus  

 

Moderator, Question and Answer Session for Dr. Condoleezza Rice’s talk, President’s Speaker Series, October 2013  
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“Table Conversations: Good for You and Good for Democracy,” talk at Family Weekend, February 2012 

 

Panel Participant, “Redistricting in California.” Public Sector Roundtable, Markkula Center for Applied Ethics, October 

2011.  

 

“The Courtesy of a Conversation: Civility and a Liberal Arts Education,” Phi Beta Kappa initiation speech, June 2008. 

 

Panel Participant, "Fairness and California Proposition 77 to End Legislative Redistricting," with former Santa Clara 

Mayor Judy Nadler and State Senator Joe Simitian, Markkula Center for Applied Ethics, October 2005.  

 

Panel participant, “Ethical Implications of California’s Recall Election: A Town Meeting,” Markkula Center for Applied 

Ethics, September 2003  

 

“Electoral Gains by Women in the 1992 Elections,” SCU panel discussion on the 1992 elections with former San Jose 

Mayor Tom Mc Enery, and journalists Phil Trounstine and Dan Walters, November 1992  

 

Discussant on Panel, ‘Cities as Entrepreneurs,” SCU Forum on the New City-State, with Santa Clara County Supervisor 

Ron Gonzales, San Jose City Councilmember Joe Head, and San Jose Director of Economic Development Bill Claggett, 

April 1992 

 

“The President, Congress and the Public in U.S. Wars,” at the student-organized teach-in on the Persian Gulf Crisis, 

February 1991 

 

“Building Bridges with Women,” Challenges Conference opening address, January1991  

 

“The Politics of Coalition Building,” Color of Our Skin II: A Womanist Forum, with Carolyn Mitchell and Alma Garcia, 

April 1990  

 

Speaker, Summary Analysis of Student Testimony on Sex Discrimination, University-wide forum on the Institutional 

Climate for Women and Persons of Color, March 1990  

 

Moderator, Black Women’s Political Forum with San Francisco Supervisor Willie Kennedy, San Jose Municipal Judge 

Rise Pichon, and Sunnyvale City Councilmember Robin Parker, January 1990  

 

Organizer and Speaker at a Forum on El Salvador (in the aftermath of the assassination of the Jesuits and their 

housekeepers at UCA) with Dennis Gordon and Linda Kamas, January 1990  

 

"Federal, State and Local Government Child Care Policies," SCU Faculty Forum on Child Care, January 1990  

 

Discussion leader, “The Equal Rights Amendment,” and panel moderator, “Women and the Constitution,” SCU Institute 

on the Constitution, February and March 1987  

 

Participant in Debate with Professor Jacques Delacroix on Investments in South Africa, sponsored by the International 

Business Studies Program, May 1985  

 

Panel Organizer and Moderator, “Causes of Economic Inequality and the Feminization of Poverty,” and Discussion 

Leader for the film “The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman,” SCU Institute on Poverty, February 1985  

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE  

 

Invited Lectures and Panels  

 

“Difficult Conversations: Can Food Help?,” Northwest Dispute Resolution Conference, Seattle, March 2014. 

 

“Difficult Conversations: Lessons from Mealtimes,” Northwest Dispute Resolution Conference, Seattle, March 2013. 
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“Table Conversations: Good for You and Good for Democracy,” Southern Vermont College, December 2011 

 

“A Place at the Table: Diplomacy, Civility and Democracy after 9/11,” Conference on National Security a Decade After 

9/11, Miles College, Birmingham Alabama, September 2011 

 

“The Taste for Civilization: Food, Politics and Civil Society,” Albany Roundtable, Albany New York, May 2011 

 

“The Role of Food in Civic and Democratic Health,” Law 220F: Food Law and Policy, Boalt Law, University of 

California at Berkeley, April 2011 

 

“The Taste for Civilization: Food, Politics and Civil Society,” Southern Festival of Books, Nashville, October 2010 

 

“Dinner-Table Democratization: The Taste for Civilization,” Commonwealth Club of California, San Francisco, August 

2010  

 

“Impact of California’s 2003 Recall Election,” Santa Clara County Cities Association, Sunnyvale City Hall, September 

2003  

 

“Ramifications of California’s 2003 Recall Election,” Commonwealth Club, San Jose, September 2003  

 

“Women’s Politics in the U.S.,” Goldman School of Public Policy, University of California at Berkeley, October 1998  

 

"Current U.S. Child Care Policy in Comparative Perspective," California Child Development Administrators Association, 

Los Gatos, June 1990  

 

Moderator, Debate on Child Care between San Jose Mayoral Candidates Frank Fiscalini, Susan Hammer, and Shirley 

Lewis, sponsored by the Santa Clara County Child Care Coalition, San Jose, March 1990  

 

“Research on Women and American Politics,” with State Senator Rebecca Morgan, San Francisco State University, 

November 1989  

 

"Research and the Political Woman," California Elected Women's Association for Education and Research, Sacramento, 

March 1989  

 

“Whom Should Local Officials Represent?,” Regional Leadership Forum for local public officials, Stanford University, 

May 1998 

 

"Women Candidates: Facts and Fantasies," Conference on Women and California Politics, Center for California Studies, 

Sacramento, April 1988  

 

"Theories of Representation," Regional Leadership Forum for local public officials, Santa Clara University, July 1987  

 

Commencement Address, Louisville High School, Woodland Hills, CA, May 1987  

 

"Women in Politics, Political Science and Public Administration" and "Comparable Worth: Has It Worked in 

California?,” Distinguished Visiting Lecturer in Political Science, Sonoma State University, April 1987  

 

"Comparable Worth in California," Alameda County Task Force on Comparable Worth, October 1986  

 

“Women and Politics,” Sunnyvale Universalist Church, March 1985  

 

"Lessons from Our Foremothers," Women in Electronics, Santa Clara, CA, February 1984  

 

"Is this the Feminist Capital of the Nation?," San Jose Chapter of Business and Professional Women, June 1983  

 

"Feminist Theories of Power," Graduate School of Public Policy, University of California at Berkeley, January 1983  

 

"Different Perspectives in Feminist Theory," San Jose State University, October 1982  
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"Women's Political Participation," San Jose Chapter of the League of Women Voters, June 1982  

 

"President Reagan's Foreign Policy," Marin County Chapter of American Association of University Women, January 

1982  

 

"Women's History in Post-World War II America," Stanford University, January 1981  

 

"The Decline of Political Parties in the 1980 Election," San Jose Rotary Club, October 1980  

 

"Sex Discrimination and Ideology," Graduate School of Public Policy, University of California at Berkeley, April 1980 

 

Selected Media Appearances and Interviews 

 

Radio interview about The Taste for Civilization, Afternoon Magazine with Celeste Quinn, NPR affiliate WILL AM-580, 

Champaign, Illinois, January 2010 

 

Quoted in Mary Ann Ostrom, “Biden vs. Palin: What to Watch for During VP Debate,” San Jose Mercury News, October 

2008. 

Television interview about John Mc Cain’s presidential candidacy, Channel 11, San Jose, February 2000  

 

Radio show, "Elections 1990," covered the California primary election returns with Kevin Purseglove, KQED, San 

Francisco, June 1990  

 

Television show, "Left, Right and Center," Channel 36, San Jose, spoke about women as voters (November 1984), the 

1984 elections (August 1984), and women in local politics (March 1983)  

 

Radio show, live from the Democratic National Convention in San Francisco, spoke about the Ferraro nomination, 

KCBS, San Francisco, July 1984  

 

Television show, "Headliners," spoke about a woman Vice-President in 1984, Channel 36, San Jose, July 1984 

 


